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In October this year EFO completed its first official pro-
ject, working with the US based organization Inveneo to
install solar power in two microfinance offices in the
northern Sierra Leone city of Makeni. The installations
provided electricity to power Information and Communi-
cation Technology infrastructure in the offices of HOPE
Micro and the Association for Rural Development (ARD),
two Sierra Leone based microfinance institutions. Micro-
finance is a local-scale financing system that gives loans
to the poor (who do not hold enough assets to qualify
for traditional bank loans), giving them the necessary
financial support to develop business opportunities and
local entrepreneurship, and in turn helping to generate
local income and to expand livelihood opportunities.
Former students from Freetown’s Government Technical
Institute (GTI) were in involved in all aspects of the in-
stallation, giving them valuable and practical field experi-
ence. Photos and updates about the project can be
found on facebook.

Former GTI student, Mohamed Kabba Turay,
installing modules on a roof in Makeni.

Dear All,

Only two months since our last update and much
has already passed. Projects have been completed,
partnerships have been established and formal cer-
tification and registrations have occurred. Please
take your time to read this update to see how we
are rapidly progressing.

All the best,

The EFO team
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Princeton University

EFO is happy to announce that that it has recently
become a participating partner in Princeton Univer-
sity’s International Internship Program. Starting from
next year, EFO will be receiving Princeton student
interns at its office Sierra Leone, who will be con-
ducting research and work that contributes to EFO’s
overall program and objectives. Specifically the
Princeton interns will be involved in carrying out
socio-economic research in EFQ’s target regions,
monitoring and evaluating previous EFO projects or
designing specific solar power systems to be tested
in the field. The partnership is an excellent opportu-
nity for EFO, as Princeton University is one of the
world’s leading academic institutions, meaning the
student interns will be of extremely high caliber.

EFO gains Charity Status

After almost 18 months and numerous exchanges
with Revenue Canada, Energy For Opportunity is offi-
cially a Registered Canadian Charity. In addition to a
whole binder of additional paperwork, it also means
we are now officially recognized by the Canadian gov-
ernment and with this we gain a much more legiti-
mate profile both domestically and internationally. It
also means we have the ability to issue tax receipts
for any donations to our work, opening up huge areas
of fundraising opportunities.

Already we have set up a “to donate” setting on our
website, so dig deep, if you can, and help to support
EFO’s work:
www.energyforopportunity.org/contribute/
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Bring Solar Power to Orphans

In November and December EFO teamed up with
OrphFund and Free Collective (with support from the
Sierra Leonean community of Victoria, Australia) to bring
solar power to an orphanage in the remote village of
Kamakwie in the north of Sierra Leone. The installed so-
lar system is currently providing electricity for lighting, a
computer lab and a cinema. This technology is now of-
fering the orphans a window for better opportunities,
whereby they are accessing widespread learning tools
from the internet, while enjoying bright and safe lighting
at night (the orphanage had previously burnt downed
due to a spilt candle). There are already ideas for further
expansion of the project, such as the creation of an after
school internet cafe that will help to generate income
for the children’s village. Photos and updates about the
project can be found on facebook.

EFO In the Community

While EFQ’s target districts are in the North of Sierra
Leone (Kambla, Bombali and Koinadugu), the organiza-
tion is also active in the village of Lakka where its head
office is located (15 kilometers south of Sierra Leone’s
capital city Freetown). One example of this has been
EFO’s work with local Lakka entrepreneur Foday
Koroma (pictured below), who runs a small solar charg-
ing station and shop from his house. With the solar sys-
tem he is charging phones, portable DVD players, small
batteries and other electrical items from the village.
The electricity also allows for extended shop hours and
power for his family to enjoy their radio, television and
lighting. Kerosene and candles are a thing of the past
and the additional revenue is opening further business
opportunities for him and his family.

Publication

EFO has been a recent contributor to the GSM World
publication “Green Power For Mobile: Charging
Choices: Off-grid charging solutions for mobile
phones”. The article is premised on the rapid mobile
phone ownership expansion in recent years, particu-
larly in Africa, and the specific question of “how do
mobile phone owners charge their phones if they
don’t have household access to electricity?” The arti-
cle’s main analysis examining different innovative off
-grid phone charging solutions with aid of different

Formal Certification

EFO’s Director, Simon Willans, recently completed
the North American Board of Certified Energy Practi-
tioners (NABCEP) certification process and is now a
fully registered Solar Photovoltaic Installer. NABCEP
is a volunteer board of renewable energy stake-
holder representatives that includes representatives
of the solar industry, NABCEP certificants, renewable
energy organizations, state policy makers, educa-
tional institutions, and the trades and is the most
widely recognised certification body for solar energy
professionals in North America. Simon becomes one
of only six people registered in Canada through the
NABCEP process.
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